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thought of adapting die idea to printing books. In China, on the other
hand, as early as 175 B.C., the texts of the Chinese classics were being
engraved on wooden tablets from which impressions were taken, but
it was not till A.D. 600 that separate wooden letters were used. By
A.D. 1050 the practice of printing books from movable type had become
general throughout China.
The first books printed in Europe were the " block-books " made
by the Dutch on wooden tablets. The only relic of this phase of printing
is the portion of a block, with raised letters cut out of the wood, which
was discovered in the State Library in Munich in 1935.
GUTENBERG'S   AND   CAXTON'S   PRESSES   BEGIN
It was this block printing and the metal letter stamps used on book
covers, many of which have been preserved, which gave Johann
Gutenberg his inspiration. He did not know that printing from
movable type had long been practised by the Chinese, The earliest of
his productions dates from the fifties of the I5th century; his famous
Latin Bible, called the Mazarin Bible, from 1456. The first book to
bear the name of its printer, and the date and place of its publication,
was the Mainz Psalter of 1457 The first Bible printed in German was
produced by Mentelin in 1466.
William Caxton set up his press in England in 1476. His first known
printed document in England, apart from his previous productions at
Bruges, was only recently discovered at the London Record Office; it is
ari Indulgence, issued December 13, 1476, by Abbot Sant.
The first printing press at Rome was established by Pannartz and
Sweinheirn in 1464, and its various rooms are still on view. In 1470,
Louis XI fcund accommodation for Gering's press in the University of
Paris. Russia's first printed work, the Acts of the Apostles, appeared in
1564, whereas Brazil had to wait for its first press until 1811.
Lithography was invented by Aloys Senefelder, a Bavarian actor-
dramatist (1771-1834), in 1796; the lithographic steam press appeared in
1846; the first iron printing press was constructed by the third Earl
Stanhope (1753-1816) in 1800. The first modern rotary press, printing
from a reel of paper continuously paid out, was made t>y an American,
William Bullock, in 1865.
The first application of the three-colour block process of printing,
^ now used so extensively for colour plates and catalogues, was made by
^Frederick Jves, of Philadelphia, in 1880. The photo-lithographic
process evolved with the gradual application of photographic inventions
to the old lithographical principle of the mutual repulsion of grease and
water on a limestone or metal plate. Similarly, the colour-gravure
process has evolved from photogravure.
^ Photogravure itself was determined in its basic principle| by the
experiments of Fox Talbot in England in the fifties of last century.
Karl Klic, working on these, producedin England in 1^79 an efficient
and workable process.           ,;             "^